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Md/ﬁmom peopé& remain locked inthe most basic ftm:gﬁl& for control tftheér own lives,

“Proportionally, we are the most incarcerated people onthe planet. We are not
an innately criminal people. Our me&aﬁm&éﬂomt/w&rfamdé&: at
unprecedented rates. This cannot be becaunse we have no love for them. And our
youth languish in detention in obscene numbers. They should, be our hope for the

ﬁttm&
These dimensions tfow crisis teééfw the structural nature ofow ﬂo[aéem,.
This is the torment ofomf powerlessness.”

Cape York communities provide prime examples ofth/o'f crists, so aptly described, tnthe Ulurn Statement ﬁfom/t/w Heart,
The Family Responsibilities Commission (FRC) provides a leading example of a structural veform at the local level in
fb'l/a communities. The FRC allows local people to exercise veal W/wm'ty and power; so that we lead the c/wmﬁa: needed
o our own communities. This is too rare tnthe /wavg/ burveancratised world of ‘Mdiﬁmm aﬁ‘Mx’.

Since its inception in 2008, the FRC and its Local Commissioners have done very ﬁood work. The 2013 independent
evaluation showed the divect positive impact FRC concmﬁ was W om/w/épmﬁ peopleto Wthw most basic
responsibilities. Yet despite the FRC' proven success, there has been no traction within qovernment to build on this work.
There is a Lot more the FRC could be dodnﬁ to help our people. We have a long way to go wit/z/t/pénﬁr like child protection,
domestic MWWW suve that our peopl&a/ajattmﬁ t/w/wépthg/ Med/ﬁfom/ service providers an.//{/projmm.
We must think aboutthe  future and work tojat/w;; with local people inthe leading role, to evolveand develop this
mcwfy‘wé model.

Coenand Mosaman Gorge have made havd won gains, but they do not want to simply retwrn to the dismal landscape of
business as usual in Indigenous affairs. Whait is now required s to evolve the model based on the lessons learnt. It would,

be abackward step to fLW ta/wmuy romet/u%tﬁ that has helped Md{ga«wm peopleto lead positive W&f for these
communities.

Itis In.//{t'ﬁefww: people, not governiment, who are best placed to hold their own people to account and help them to W
thelr basic responsibilities to  family and community. Likewise, it is local people who should be aﬁ‘orded/t/w role of senior
partner in working out the next steps inthe life oft/w/ ERC for thelr own communities.

Ind{qmom people want, and need; more innovation and structural reﬁrm — not less. We want, and, need, more

power and V@:pomééééaj/ placed inonr hands — not less. Local Indéﬁmm people must be empowered to lead; and,
government mmtplay a supporting role. Our ﬁ(/ﬁM&! depend o it.

I commend, our Local Commissioners and, our Commissioners for the crucial work t/wy do for our people.
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